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On the af ternoon of  November 22,  1935 the great  "China Cl ipper"  le f r
San Francisco Bay on i r 's  8,000 mi le f l ight  to  span the paci f ic .  i r  was a
new epoch in the h is tory of  Amer ica -  the establ ishment  of  the great
a i r  mai l  serv ice between Amer ica and the Or ient .  l t  was the beginning
of  regular  commercia l  a i r  serv ice across the Paci f lc  Ocean to Hawai i
the Phi l ipp ines,  and the Or ient .

This g iant  a i r l iner ,  the largest  ever  developed in Amer ica and the most
outstanding a i rcraf l  ever  developed in the wor ld was the resul t  o f
near ly  f ive years of  courageous p ioneer ing by the Pan-Amer ican Ai rways.
Just  s ix  days la ter  ( less a one day lay-over  at  Guam) the great  Cl ipper
ship wi th the f i rs t  conquest  of  the Paci f ic  behind her ,  g l ided down to
the sur face of  Mani la  Bay.  Scheduled a i r  t ransport  serv ice over  the
earth 's  greatest  ocean was an accompl ished fact .
The f l ight  had been made in f ive hops,  wi th s tops at  Honolu lu,  Wake
and Guam. The exact  mi leage covered was 8,210 mi les and a tota i  f ly ing
t ime of  59 hours,  48 minutes.

GENERAT DAIA AND PERFORMANCE
TYPE

46 lo 48 pascngcr3, closed, high .wing
monop lano.

WEIGHT5

Grors loaded
Weighr empry

52,000 lbr.
25,363 lbs.

PERFORMANCE

-  2  p i lo f ,  w i re lc rs

, . . - . . - . - t80 mph. 7,000 f r .
, 70  mph .

. t7,qxt fr.
3,200 mi lcs

operafor, fiight cnginacr

D n  E N S | O N S

Wing:prcad
lcngfh

.  . . .  130  f r
90 f f .  I0ra in.

POWER PIANT

4 Pra t r  &  Whi tney  R- I830 fype
830 horrapower

High  spccd
land ing  rpccd
Srrvicc ccil ing
Ranga
Crcw of four


